JouKNAL  or  THE  Mosissirn  Baptist  Convention 


Smithville  Church  begins  recovery 


Pastor  VVte  While's  voice  anted  a  Mnt  of 
oonoem  as  he  piepseed  for  die'wanhip  scT' 
vice  on  the  second  Sunday  after  ah 
killer  tornado  leveled  viitudly  aU  of  foe 
SDuU  Monroe  County  oommuiiiW  of 
Sinifoville  on  Aprfl  27,  Indudfog  Sndmville 
Church.  As  he  surveyed  the  la^^  ant  erect¬ 
ed  in  (he  parking  lot  of  foe  dnnch  to  tem¬ 
porarily  house  worship  services,  he 


observed,  ‘Tast  Sunday  —  foe  fost  Sunday 
after  foe  tornado  —  we  had  a  full  house.  I 
land  of  expected  that  but  fois  Sunday../ 
As  foe  minutes  ticked  down  to  foe  11 
son.  start  of  foe  worfoip  service;  however; 
White  discovered  his  concerns  were 
unfounded.  Hundreds  of  people  filled  foe 
tem  md  poured  out  three  sktes  as  foe 
pianist  began  foe  prelude.  People  didn't 
seem  to  nund  sitting  in  foe  direct  sunlighi 
outside  foe  tetU  for  foe  entirety  of  foe  ser¬ 
vice.  As  a  matter  of  fact  P*opfo  didn't  seem 
to  mind  standing  in  foe  sunlight  after  aU 
foe  overflow  asafoig  was  taken. 
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lewrmdten  from  1  Cos  IS.  Goapd 
works  because  of  foe  iw  Ste.'tforL  Because  of 
foe  lesuncdiotv  we  are  not  (jidftiL  Smithville 
will  go  fbrw^  ^  foe  grace  of  God. 
SmUhviDe  Bqjtiat  Cxamh  has  not  saen  its 


has  not  saen  its  b|  WHteiii  H.  Peiwtelr.l 

,  ,  _ p-  jrward  because  of  '  ' 

foe  resunectiotv' he  said.  ered  virtually  undamaged  from  the  'We're  begiiming  to  look  more  to 

.  After  the  service,  attendees  placed  church  was  tm  stained  glass  mural  from  long-term  recovery  efforts  now,'  said 
fresh-cut  flowers  on  one  of  the  few  items  foe  baptistery,  an  image  of  Jesus  vnfo  his  Dimake,  referring  to  foe  ministry  of  foe 
from  foe  church  to  weather  the  storm,  a  welcoming  arms  outs&etched.  Task  Force  in  hoping  communities  aiul 

wcxiden  cross  that  was  found  inUct  in  White  said  a  search  is  uttderway  for  individuals  rebound  from  ^  devasta- 
front  of  foe  church.  Anofoer  item  recov-  meeting  space  to  house  foe  church's  activi-  tion  foey  have  suffered.  More  informa- 


Ccmvention  Board  in  Jacksm  and  coor-  tied,  'Latest  disaster  relief  infomuticm.' 
dirutor  of  the  Task  Force,  said  there  were  'In-kind'  donations,  such  as  food, 
about  58  people  in  the  belters  and  that  clothing,  or  equipment,  are  not  being 
Task  Force  volunteers  were  utilizing  foe  accepted  at  this  time.  For  a  list  of  urgent 
kitchen  facilities  at  North  Greenwocxl  needs,  visit  www.fbcamory.c^  and  ^ck 
Church  in  Greenwood  to  provide  hot  cm  'Disaster  Relief  Information.' 
meals  for  those  people.  For  more  information  regarding  the 

Official'j  have  speculated  that  foe  low  ongoing  relief  and  recovery  effort,  con- 
tuTiKnit  at  the  flcxM  shelters  may  be  due  to  tad  Carol  Wright  in  the  MBCB  Men's 
foe  slow  rise  of  foe  hOssissippi  River  and  Mirustxy  Department  at  the  above 
weeks  of  wanung,  bofo  of  r^ch  allowed  address.  Telephone:  (601)  292-3334  or 
people  plenty  of  Bme  to  arrange  fodr  own  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  74^1651, 
accomodations  with  famiN  and  friends.  ext.  334.  E-mail:  cwrightOinbcb.oig. 

Task  Force  volunteers  Iiave  had  a  busy  The  ministries  of  the  Missiraippi 
Sprbig,  with  severe  weafoer  and  tecora-  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Task  Force  are 
setting  tornado  outbreaks  from  supported  by  gifte  to  the  work  of  foe 
Leakesville  in  south  Mississippi  to  Lord  throuw  Mississippi  Ccwperative 
Clinton  in  foe  central  section  of  the  state  Program  and  the  Margaret  Lackey  State 
and  Smithville  in  rwrfoeast  Mississippi.  Mission  Offering. 


They  did  what? 


The  Prabyteiy  of  Miaeissippi  is  listed  bv 
PNS  as  vrtiM  'no'  on  the  change. 

SeooiK^,  fte  |JS.  Navy  has  oonfinned  that 
its  dnef  otchiKdainsk  Rear  Admiral  MX.  Tkki. 
Kcenihr  iasueaa  memofandum  that  easentiallv 

-1 _ _ 1  _ Kt _ ] _ r  *' 


With  so  ma^  demands  for  our  atteiv 
tkxi  beaiii^  down  on  us  from  aU 
directfons  m  our  modem  age;  it's 
often  hard  to  remeniber  the  big  stoey  farm 
even  three  days  ago.  Has  the  nodear  emer¬ 
gency  in  liman  been  resolved?  Has  LedcesviOe 
Roovered  trom  a  maior  tontado  strike  eailier 
this  Spring?  What  ab^  Smithv^?  Is  Donald 
Thimp  nmning  for  piesident  or  not?  Did  the 
dectiK  bill  get  paid/  Who's  running  for  gov- 

_ emor?  What  time  are  the  Kids  sup- 

posed  to  be  at  the  dhuidi  to  leave 
on  the  oussian  trfo?  Whatever  hap- 
pened  to  the  revolution  in  Egypt? 

Moot  people  are  worn  i»etty 
thin  these  da^  bying  to  ke^  up, 
or  )U8t  catch  up.  Sirtan  kmws  that, 
and  he  aooonmlishes  some  of  his 
most  evd  deeas  when  wo  are  dfr- 
traded.  Thus  did  he  work  to 
achieve  a  couple  of  big  gods  in  the 
P^^Hpaat  few  weeks  wduJe  we  were 
looking  the  other  way.  Both  h^  to 
do  wifo  the  advancement  of  dte 
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Editor's 

Notebook 


Defense  Department  formally  drops  the  present 
Don't  Ask,  Don't  poiky  that  aUowsnomo- 
sexuals  to  serve  in  the  ndktary  only  w  kx^  M 
they  don't  afBrm  their  sexual  orientation. 

Tldd't  biognphicBl  informa¬ 


tion  lists  a  d 
Piedwteiian  < 
the  Natkmal  Capital  Presbytery  that  voted 
'yes'  on  foe  dnjtdr's  oonetitutional  dtai^. 

Cable  News  Network  (CNN)  tepotW  that 
Tldd  decided  to  siupend  the  memoratKlum 
'until  further  notice,'  however;  after  he 
received  several  criti^  inquiries  from  the 
offices  of  U&  congressmen  and  senators. 

'Congreas  should  not  be  misled  by  the 
Navy's  equhrocatiotv'  Elaine  Domrily,  piesi- 
deitt  of  the  Center  for  Military  Readuness  in 
Livonia,  Nfi.,  told  CNN.  "This  weather-vane 
pobn  is  Bkriy  to  change  back  as  soon  as  all  foe 


William  R 
Peiidiis  Jt. 

Editor 


USA  announced  May  10  that  a  majority  of  its  presby¬ 
teries  —  the  administrative  bodies  representiire  Icxral 
congregatiorw  of  a  district  roughly  akin  to  Baptist 
asaodatiotu  —  had  voted  in  favor  of  lifting  a  long¬ 
standing  section  of  foe  church's  constitution  that  baimed  the 
ordirution  of  sexually  active,  ututuuried  church  officers. 

Acootdlng  to  foe  Presbyterian  News  Service  (PNSX  foe  change 
opens  foe  door  for  oidmation  of  sexualh  active  hoonosecuab. 

,  'aearly  what  has  chang^  is  that  persons  in  a  same-gender 
relationship  can  be  considered  for  ordination,'  Creneral 
Assembly  Stated  Gerk  Gradye  Parsons  told  PNS.  'The  gist  of 
our  ordiiiation  standards  is  that  officers  submit  to  the  Lordship 
of  Jesus  Christ  and  ordaining  bodies  (presbyteries  for  minis¬ 
ters  atul  sessicms  for  elders  and  deacons)  have  the  responsibil¬ 
ity  to  examine  each  candidate  individually  to  ensure  that  all 
candidates  do  so  with  no  blanket  judgments.' 


officials  in  the  U.S. 


High-ranking  officials  in  the  U.S.  Department  of  Defense 
have  mdicated  in  congressiortal  testimony  that  the  Don't  Ask, 
Don't  Tell  policy  may  M  repealed  as  early  as  fois  summer. 

According  to  foe  National  Ccxtferenoe  of  State  Legislatures,  six 
states  atMl  foe  District  of  Columbia  issue  marriage  bcerees  to  same 
sex  couples:  Massachusetts,  CoraiecticuL  CaUfmiua  (valid  before 
Prop  8X  lowi^  Momont,  and  New  Hainpahire.  Three  additional 
states  recognize  same  sex  marriages  bom  other  stales;  Rhode 
Island,  New  Ycric,  and  MarylaiMl  Im  mcxe  states  otter  some  fcxin 
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Most  people  probably  don't  krww  foat — or  foe  extent  of  it,  any¬ 
way — because  th^re  too  busy.  Too  bad.  We  need  to  be  keeping  up 
wifo  foeae  issues.  It  we  don't,  foey  cie«)  past  us  without  our  ttotic- 
ing.  It  may  be  foat  we  have  to  miss  a  few  ball  gaunes  or  put  down 
foe  remote  control  Cor  a  little  while,  but  it's  worn  it  Let's  get  busy. 


creaticm  (Romans  1:18-27). 
When  gender  is  reduced  to 
leversibie  honnones  and 
are  reduced  to  diangeaUe  tradi¬ 
tions,  it's  foe  result  of  God  per¬ 
mitting  foe  full>^  expression  of 
self-lovirre  idolatry  (Romans 
l'.26-27).  Gender-bending  and  all 
of  its  cultural  manifestafions  are 
foe  subde  symptoms  of  an  out¬ 
right  rebellion.  As  we  become 
comfortable  with  terms  such  as 
'pre-assigned  gender  rotes'  and 
^lestions  like;  'What  gender 
were  you  at  b^r  we're  hear¬ 
ing  foe  false  mess^  that  weare 
gods  of  our  sexuality.  'It's 
just  a  lifestyle.  It's  just  a  trend. 


Guest  Opinion: 


I  small  controversy.  An 
JL  April  advertisement  for 
foe  mainstream  retailer  J.Crew 
features  company  exec  Jenna 
Lyons  painting  her  five-year^ 
old  sona  toenails  wifo  bright 
p^  polish  and  the  cptote, 

^ucky  for  me,  I  ended  up  with 
a  bc^  whose  favorite  color  is 
[rink.  Toenail  painting  is  way 
more  fun  in  neon.' 

Moms  came  out  of  foe  wcxxh 
work  to  weigh  in  on  foe  ad.  Was 
it  ji^  innooeni  play  or  was  it 
instilling  gend»  confusion? 

Jennifer  Lopez  clatmed  she 
p^ts  her  son's  toenails  blue. 

Sherri  Sheifoerd,  oo-host  of  The 
View,  saict  she  wouldn't  have 
alknved  it  Christianity  Today 
blogger  Ellen  Printer  Dollar 
wrote  foat  she  doesn't  aee  foe 
problem  in  letting  her  son  wear 
nail  pol^  e^waaily  sinae  'the 
association  cri  pink  wm  gnls  and 
blue  wifo  boys  was  not  decreed 
by  God  at  oeation.'  Cbuntiess 
moms  -commented  on  vfoefoer 

givi^  foeir  little  men  a  mani- _ _ _ _ _ ^ 

pecli  was  harmless  or  hurtful  to  look  like  women,  and  foe  dri^- 
fo^s^dentitiesL  featured  starlets  who  rock  foe 

iMt's  just  foe  moms,  boyish  pixie  cut  The  trend 


Gender  bending: 
die  new  norm? 

By  Katie  McCoy  B8B 
tistK  Fi-  y^orth 


BapcM  Record  Advixxy  Conimitlee; 
Archie  Herrin,  Columbia 
Chris  Webb,  Jadoon 
Sharon  Neff,  Cleveland 
Kahn  Price,  Charleston 
Dwayne  tarfcer,  Flora 
1^1  Sims,  f^3rilotoc 


foat  you  paint  beyond  cultural  norms  or  tcadi- 
"  Another  pw-  ticinal  family  vafoea? 
laicL  'He  kiOKs  AoocxcBng  to  l^foesians  5:22- 
no  beufrj^on  33,  yesi  When  you  and  I  express 
A  SI  athklg^lnx  om  jpreder  wnhin  our  cunure; 
)r  Ke^mriow  we'CMnoring  foe  Gomel  toour 
w  ntomi  to,  cultvlfo.  Whm  we  minor  Christ's 

relfitioRsliap  to  Hb  Quirch  svifo- 


Pottmaster. 

Send  changes  of  address  Isc  Ihc 
BAPTIST  RECORD,  P.O.  Box  530, 
ladcson,  MS  39205-0530. 


Send  news,  communication,  and 
address  changes  to:  The  Editor, 
BAPTIST  RECORD,  P.O.  Box  S30, 
Jadoon,  MS  3920541530. 


forfoeldd. 


worid  interaction^  it  puts  foe  2:2)  and  today's  young  women 

'  on  diapiw  atra  brir^  ne^  a  generation  of  modem- 
0  Jesus  Quist  As  the  day  Abigails  to  emulate  (1 
t  said,  'For  You  fmned  Samuel  25). 

parl^  Ywi  knit  me  In  a  world  of  pink  nails  and 
f  in  mother’s  womb'  princess  boys.  Cod's  people 
13ftl3)._  We  were  inteiv-  need  to  know  that  there  is  Xr 
created  to  be  mrJe  or  more  to  our  gender  ditterences 
to  foat  we  would  inten-  than  just  biology. 

[xirtray  foe  Gospd.  - 

omrenl  bend  toward  McCoyisgniifaaitmgmtliamas- 
pKure  gender-bending  ter  of  dtomifr  m  Women's  Studies 
to  that  we're  overoom-  deme  from  souOtexstem  Ssmman/ 


Tel:  (601)  968-3800 
Fax;  (601)292-3330 
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and  cuituial 


t  a^to  that  we'i  — o  — , _ j 

creating  a  in”  ft  W«tt  and  xorites  jm 
e  bfamt  soo^,  or  beconv-  UnloddngFeminmiiy.com,  an 
human  brings.  It's  a  online  maeazine  for  women,  inhere  a 
PS?? ,"^„suppresal»g  tile  version cfOtisaHumn first mpeared. 

Her  ccmanentary  appears  here  cour- 
!Rk‘d'’rfxMit  Himself  fri  Efls  key  of  Baptist  Press. 


]esus  Christ ' 

GJdB 

Requests  the 

^  Honor  of 


NAMBpli 

MONTREAL,  Quebec  (BP) — 
It’s  still  possible  to  visit  1,000 
Quebec  communities  and  never 
see  an  evangelical  church,  a  stag¬ 
gering  fact  foat  Canadian  chru^ 
planimg  leaders  face  as  they 
nther  momentum  for  the  Send 
Montresl  church  planting  effort 

Baptist  leaders  from 
Carui^  and  the  United  States 
met  in  mid-April  to  discuss 
plaru  for  Send  Montreal  in 
the  first  of  many 
local /regional  gatherings  to 
converre  around  the  church 
planti^  Btrat^  Send  North 
America,  an  initiative  being 
launched  this  year  hy  the 
North  American  Mission 
Board  (NAMB)  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
in  Alpharetta,  Ga. 

Send  Montreal  coalition 
members  set  a  goal  of  starting 
225  churches  in  Montreal  and 
other  communities  in  Quebec 


and  sending. 

"I  believe  smne  of 
Quebec's  greatest 
indigenous  leaders 
have  yet  to  be  discov¬ 
ered,  and  it's  our  job 
to  unearth  them,' 
said  J^ 

Christopher  son, 
church  planting 
leader  for  the 
Canadian  National 
Bimtist  Convention 
(CNBC)  and  NAMB's 
vice  president  for  thq 
Canada  region,  dur-- 
ing  the  April  14-15, 
sessions. 

'It’s  inconceivable 
to  a  lot  of  people  that 
there  could  oe  that 
many  communities 
in  one  province 
without  the  Gospri. 
It's  our  job  to  make 
these  realities 


You  CanRespond 
RigktNowI 

Sirt^u  shm  the  following  prayer 
with  Cod  in  your  own  words: 

L  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(J  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  fbrriveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
deatii.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela- 
ticHiship  with  you. 

(7  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

“But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  ofGod.  even  to  those  who 
belieoe  in  his  name.  ’  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 
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199  French-speaking  churefoes. 

The  coalition  ass.gned  two 
churdvplanters,  Quebec  native 
Francoto  Veradi^en,  pastor 
of  Connexion  in  MontreaL  and 
Ron  Young,  pastor  of 
Renaiaaance  Bible  Chutxfo  in 
Rawdon,  the  task  of  desigrut- 
ing  25  initial  locations  for  rrew 
works  in  the  province. 

The  grotq>  also  gave  priority 
to  identifying  key  people  and 
churches  in  Canada  and  the 
United  States  wfoo  can  join  the 
team  in  planting,  partnering. 


Particularly  in  the  MAKING  PLANS  —  John  .Mark  Clifton  (right),  a  former  Montreal  church 
Montreal  metropoli-  planter  and  pastor  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  talks  about  a  strategy  for  mobilizing 
tan  area,  the  Soutf^  Baptist  churches  to  partner  with  Montreal  church  planters  Francois 
unchurched  popula-  Verschelden  (middle)  and  Ron  Young.  (BP  photo) 
bon  exceeds  ^  of  »  ‘  k- 


its  3.2  million  people 
—  but  the  seculsrizstion  of 
(^ebec,  whose  citizens  ousted 
the  dominsnt  Catholic  rule 
and  repisced  it  wifo  a  nesis- 
tance  to  omnized  ariigion  in 
the  (^et  Revolution  of  the 
19608  —  haa  extended  to  all 
outiying  areas. 

With  s  population  nearly 


REFINED,  BUT  LOST  —  The  Montreal  cityscape  of  Old  World 
Catholic  architecture  and  modem  structures  sprawls  toward  the 
Fleuve  Saint  Laurent.  Once  a  Catholic  stronghold,  Montreal  has 
become  a  socialist,  secular  metro  region  with  a  distinct 
Quebecois  culture  of  refinement  and  lostness.  (BP  photo) 

Graham  recuperating 

ASHEVILLE,  N.C  (BP)  —  Following  is  statement  frcMn 
Mission  Hospital  in  Asheville,  N.C.:  'Evangelist  Billy 
<xrilhaSI»  returned  tnhishome  in  MnntrMt  Nr  rurly  Sunriny 
afternoon  (May  15)  following  a  five-day  stay  ac  nearby 
Mission  Hospital  in  Afoeville  lor  treatment  for  pneumonia. 
Mr.  Graham  was  ho^talized  early  on  Wednescuy,  May  11. 
Physicians  for  the  92-year-old  evangelist  say  his  le^ipnse  to 
treatment  has  been  excellent,  and  that  he  has  rewutred 
atiengtlv  but  emjfoasized  that  his  recovery  will  be  sk^^He 
has  responded  very  well  to  treatment,  wifo  .progtassive 
improvement  since  his  admission,'  said  Ltuaan  Rkx,  MD,  Mr 


six  million  (Quebec's  total  p<^ 
ulation  is  7.3  million),  the 
French-speaking  Quebecois 
are  cotuidered  the  largest 
unreached  people  group  in 
North  America.  They  also 
could  be  among  tire  hardest  to 
readi,  but  they're  the  key  to 
tire  provirree. 

'If  we  are  going  to  reach 
(Quebec  then  we  have  to  teach 
the  vast  majority,  which  is 
French-speaking,' 
Versdrelden  said. 

A  geireral  aversion  to  orga¬ 
nized  religion  and  a  disinterest 
in  anything  that  isn't  French 
Quebecois  nas  made  church 
planting  efforts  an  uphill 
struggle  for  Southern  Baptists 
and  other  evanwlical  groups. 
The  hardiress  of  tire  Quebecois 
spiritual  soil  has  at  times 
removed  it  from  tire  purview 
of  many  evangelicals  who’ve 
opted  rather  to  plant  English- 
speaking  churches. 

"My  parents  are  French 
Quebecois.  My  relatives  have 
been  here  since  1642,"  Gerry 
Taillon,  executive  director  of 
tire  Canadian  National  Baptist 
Convention  said.  "This  is  ^ 
most  spiritually  needy  and 


hardest  part  of  Canada  and  the 
most  teugiously  apathetic,  but 
I  also  bdieve  God  is  doing 
many  things  here  and  I  believe 
our  job  is  to  partner  together 
and  start  a  critical  mass  of 
churdres  in  tiiis  province.' 

As  NAMB  gears  up  to 
laundt  Setyd  North  America  at 
the  Soufoern  Baptist 
Convention's  2011  aimual 
meeting  in  Ifooenix  in  June, 
Toronto  and  Vancouver  will 
join  Montreal  as  areas  of  spe- 
dal  need  with  a  priority  of 
uncovering  indigenous  leader¬ 
ship  and  mobilizing  churches 
■  to  partner  with  church 
planters  through  these  key 
Canadian  metropolitan  areas. 

In  addition  to  Versdielden, 
Young,  Taillon,  and 
Chiistopherson,  the  Send 
Montreu  gafoerim  included 
Peter  Blacl^by,  a  CjnBC  mobi¬ 
lization  catalyst;  Jacques 
Avakian,  a  national  missionary 
with  NAMB;  John  Mark 
Clifton,  a  former  Montreal 
church  planter  and  pastor  of 
Wornair  Road  Church  in 
Kansas  Qty,  Mo.;  and  Mark 
Hobafeovien,  a  member  of 
NAMB's  multi-ethnic  team. 


improvement  since  his  admission,'  said  Lucian  Ria,  MD,  Mr 
Grititam's  primary  care  ifoysician.  'We  expect  contiruiing 
recuperation  at  hraire  with  very  gradual  recovay,  returning 
to  normal  activities  over  several  weeks.  I'm  dafimted  that  he 
has  ctmre  bade  this  fr»t'  Dr.  Rice  noted  that  huCraham  h^ 
experienced  no  oooqilications  as  of  his  disduuge.' 


The  North  Amakan  Mission  Board  is  holding  what  is  believed  to  be  the 
first  missionary  oonunissioning  service  in  Mississippi  on  Mav  20  at  First 
Qnirdv  Jadwxi. 


Saying  he  plans  to  attend  the  June  4-6  Southern  BajJtist  Convention 
as  an  elected  messenget;  Daniel  Vestal  steadfastly  denies  that  formation 
of  the  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship  constitutes  a  new  convention  even 
tiiough  more  than  5,000  attended  tire  CBF  annual  nreeting. 


estate  of  tire  late  Rex  F.  Reed,  Ibpelo  busiireasman  and  Christian  layman  who 
died  in  January  of  1960. 
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The  Bapust  Rboord 


Congratulations  to  Mississippi's 
Best  Nurses. 


The  Best  that  Nevek  Was 

In  the  fall  of  2010,  there  was 
a  sports  documentary  that 
was  on  television  entitl^  The 
Best  that  Never  Was.  The  fUm, 
two  hours  in  lens^  was  dte 
story  of  Marcus  Dupree,  the 
incredibly  gifted  aduete  bom 
Philadelphia,  Mias.  Of  all  of 
the  high  schixil  football  play- 
ers  that  have  come  to  the  c^  al¬ 
lege  ranks,  probably  none  h&s  He  k 
had  more  accolades  and  press  Samsor 
and  possibly  none  were  even  ly  influ 
remotely  as  talented,  fast,  and  always 
strong  as  Marcus  Dupree,  of  the  possibiUtxs  that  were  set 
Somewhere  in  the  neignboi^  before  him,  it  seems  as  though 
hood  of  150  sdKtols  were  try-  the  minority  of  the  opportuni- 
ing  to  recruit  him  and  Marcus  ties  were  squanderecL 
Dupree  signed  with  the  Srnmton  fotuidered  *ml  then 

University  of  CXdahoma.  He  MUd  in  gut-w^’mcMi^  ways. 
had  an  incredible  treshnum  It  is  the  only  wire  that  you  can 
year.  As  he  came  to  his  sopho-  describe  it.  Tnere  are  no 
more  yeai;  Sports  OluBtrated  words  diat  can  convey  ade- 
had  him  on  dieir  cover  and  quately  what  this  man  felt  in 
touted  him  as  polentiaUy  the  the  depdis  of  his  despair  and 
firrt  person  ever  to  win  the  foilure.  How  did  he  get  there? 
Heisman  TVophy  in  dieir  Well,  he  played  with  sin. 
soohomore  year  Anytime  you  begin  to  play 


IBLIOCIPHER 


DRIU  WLK  C  YLEERWX 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


UX  KDUU?  SU  GKHLWZ 


RWX  LV  R  ZLLX 


YLJHRZU;  SU  WLK 


RVHRCX,  WUCKDUH  SU 


KDLJ  XCGERBUX;  VLH 


KDU  ALHX  KDB  ZLX  CG 


MCKD  KDUU  MDCK 


DUHGLUIUH 


ZLUGK 


LWU:  WCWU 


Hare  fvM  with  cryjrtogijphy  end 
acercut  your  Bible  knoa^ge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
thmighoul  ike  puzxle.  Solve  by 
Answer  to  last 
west’s  pusJt  txodus  Tioenty-Tuv: 


BAP^nST  MEMORIAL  HEALTH  CARE  congratuta^' 
all  the  20TI  Mississip0i  Nurses  Associatiofi’s 
Nightingale  Award  recipients.  We  are  espedaHy 
proud  of  the  nominees  from  our  own  hospftiris 
across  the  state.  All  of  you  denronstrate  why  nuT^ 
are  the  most  trusted  professionals  in  the  country.. 


Learn  about  a  sale 
mvestment  that  beats  low 
bank  rates  &  avoid  probate 


David  Allen 


Carolyn  Melton 
Jessica  Moore 
Carolyn  Morton 
Ashley  Myers 
Derek  Prirxe 
Claire  Pulliam 
Mary  Ellen  Sumrall 
Sonya  Thompson 
Morgan  Walter 
Teresa  Windham 
Lauren  Vbtes 


Reynae  Bennett 
Cheryl  Berry 
CSIen^Bums 
Sarah  Conlee 
Angie  Crow 
Warvla  Bartxxjr  Dent 
Shari  Galoway 
Rosie  Goolsby 
Nkki  Griffin 
Stacey  Hodges 


JUST  SAY 
NO 


O'Mire  Financial 
1-800-844-3254 

406  B  Orchard  Rufc  Dr. 
Ridged,  MS  39157 


1.800.844.3254 

O’MIra  Aflsncy 

406  Orchard  Park 
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One  of  my  favorite  Verses  of  Scripture  is  Proverbs  22:1  in 
which  the  writer  of  wisdom  asserts,  M  good  name  is  rather  to 
be  chosen  than  great  riches,  and  loving  favour  rather  than  silver 
and  goldT  (IQV).  In  Hebrew  thou^t,  a  person's  name  was  much  more 
than  a  mere  appellation.  Rather,  one's  name  represented  the  entirety  of 
die  individual  inclusive  of  reputation  and  duuracter.  In  simple  terms,  a 
name  identified  a  person  whil^painting  a  life-sized  and  lasting  portrait 
of  that  person.  ' 

Another  favorite  verse  of  mine  offers  the  important  parenting 
principle  “Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  should  go;  and  when  he  is  old,  he 
will  not  depart  from  it“  (Prov.  22:6,  KJV).  This  verse  encourages  parents 
to  be  "twrig  benders"  by  taking  seriously  the  responsibility  and 
privilege  to  shape  their  children  toward  a  Christ-like  pattern  of  life. 

Sadly,  the  time-frame  for  some  parents  to  "trs^  up  a  child"  is  less-than-antidpated  due  to  an  acddent,  illness 
or  other  event  that  shortened  their  child's  life.  Such  was  the  experience  of  several  friends  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Foundation  who,  in  the  midst  of  their  sorrow,  determined  to  commemnrafp  the  "good  name"  and  "loving 
favour"  of  dieir  son  or  daughter  and  keep  remembrance  alive  by  establishing  a  memorial  endowment  with  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation.  - 

This  edition  of  Foundation  News  highlights  some  of  these  memorials  that  provide  the  opportunity  for  parents, 
other  family  members,  and  friends  to  Reflect  on  the  Past  and  Rejoice  in  the  Present  regarding  a  life  that  continues 
to  provide  encouragement  and  finandal  blessings  that  will  Resonate  both  now  and  throughout  eternity. 


Danlal  Hall 
Ixacutive  Oirvctor 
Mississippi  Baptist  Foundatho 


Minissippi  Baptist  Foundation.  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205  or  caU  WO-748-1651  or  601-292-3210 


County  Baptist  Association)  commented,  "the  Inlulv2000  at  the  ai»>  nf  o*.,  u  • 

his^fhle  ^  however  continue  through  L 

cZ  bed  befo«  him."  Accoiding  to  "Gayton  Allen  Herrin  Memorial  sSL^ 

e.  Clay  was  consistent  in  his  private  Established  through  the  Mississiooi  BanH«» 

^otioro  and  quiet  time  throughout  his  life.  Foundation  by  his  pLents,  Barbara^  AtSii! 

'******^^*^»  designed  to  orffer  fmandal  assistance  to 
A*h^^*^*eI%«Bapd«QuB*rfColuinbia,MS,Clay  altmjmg VVilliMn'oI^’lW^^  **  WCounty  m, 

••fV>xlopaUmg,ammx,nmla-€/lhednml,-st!kyi^  ^ 

-w.^  -g^d.  to  to  memoHI  .„d  A^to  „«««,, 

to°Sr «1  Je.u.*^^’’  „d  to  to  u‘.IT^ 

months,  Oay^tllw  daw  «»*a*»««hing  the  Clayton  AUen  H^ 

^  «"  Hattiesburg.  Memorial  ScholarAlp  and  managin* 

“*W*e«^«*maeBges,CUyandhisfe^  these  funds." 

Monty  Moak  Memorial  Trust 

Rjndall  Montgomery  (Monty)  Moak  was  a 
"■ndsome  young  man  who  loved  Hfe  and 

hved  it  to  the  fullest  Monty  -  whose  name 

m^  "ftosperoos  Spirir  .  was  wealthy  in 

.  Jdationships  and  has  been  described  «  a  kind  and 

ndpful  "people  person"  who  loved  others  and  never 

metastranget  Monty  was  identifiable  by  Ae  green 

'^»B«wagen  Aat  he  drove  witfiin  and  beyond  his 

community  to  visit  folks.  Many  of  those  t^ 

visited  were  sailor  adults  for  whom  he  had  grert 
m^xctandfondnen. 


the  reported  gifts  to  &Lottiftiioon 
a«istmas  Ofiering  of  818  othes  Swthem^S^ 
in  MiasisaippL 

and  the  entire  Moak  fat^  carfieflecfifo  % 
F^and  rejoice  in  Ae  pret^  khowing  that  tl« 
o*s»i»J8  of  Monty's  Hfe  aril  mnM^  wiU  resold 
mioughout  eternity. 


Monty  had  several  interests  and  hobbies  indud^  . 

&^^swmmung,  playfog  foofoaU  and  oAer  sports. 

active  m  his  church  and  was  always  eager  to  shmH^ 

®*.  to  young  nnm  who  had  »  mudito  oto  aAi 
had  tomu*  more  hfetoshare,  w«,  killed  in  1976  atto 

age  of  seventeen. 


M  ^^„Tl^““°^’‘^'*P™"«TomandVVHI. 

^  toiabhshed  to -Itoniy  Moak  Memorial  Tto- to^ 

Miseiaaippi  Bapdst  Foondaiion.  The  inoome  derived  from  to 


handled  wiA  care  and  attention.' 


virtues 


and  Aroi^  Araia's  life  on  a  daify  basis.  Rather  Aan  promote  sdf 
or  sedc  personal  aocxiladeSk  Anna  had  a  witness  that  lifted  Ae 

q)lrit8  of  everyone  she  met  While  a  lengAy  list  of  fond  memories 
could  be  con^illed  by  Aose  \iAo  knew  hec  Anna's  laughter  likely 
would  iqppear  at  Ae  top  of  every  Bst 


Kegarding  Ae  decision  to  create  this  memorial  JcAn  and  Ndl 
*i***^*’^  "We  are  not  financial  planners  and  we  have  never 
understood  too  rvell  these  oonqilkated  matters.  Howevei;  we  do 
understand  what  this  Fund  will  accomplish.  It  wiD  keep  Anna's 
memory  aKve,  it  will  orfrfirate  her  life;,  and  it  will  continue  Ae 
giving  spirit  Anna  exonplified  in  life." 


Tragicaify,  Anna  was 
killed  m  a  head-on 
collisicm  wiA  a  drunk 


driver  on  June  26,  1976. 


was  a 


young, 


vivacious  college  student 


mUmmillllimmillll  who  was  just  nineteen  arvl 
John  OHBOHNB  full  of  life.  Today,  Anna's 
life  aiKi  memory  symbolize  countless  numbers  erf  other  young 

nerf  only  embrace  Ae  same  ideals  that  Anna  espoused. 


fo  Hre  years  fcrflowing  Anna's  deaA,  John  and  Nell  Osborne 
excited  about  the  idea  of  establishing  a  ministry 
endowment  fund  as  a  memorial  to  Aeir  dau^ter:  Reoognizmg 


WOOOMND  HltfUl  BaPTWT  CHU1(?H 
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memorials  administered  by  me  Mississippi  Baptist 
Foundation  continue  offering  the  opportunity  for 
reflection  and  r^idng  because  the  blesong  of  a  life  wdl- 
lived  will  continue  to  resonate  dirougjtout  eternity.  Tom 
and  V\^la  Moak  confirmed  this  truth  in  a  recent 
conunent,  "It  has  meant  so  much  in  our  lives  to 
participate  in  this  worthy  endeavor.  We  are  assured  that 
this  (memorial)  wiU  last  as  long  as  the  world  stands." 


9 


Though  most  of  us  have  experieiKed  die  loss  of  a 
parent  or  grandparent,  fewer  are  drose  who  have 
experienced  the  death  of  a  dtild.  Yet,  in  die  midst 
of  their  heartadie,  emotional  strain,  and  ongoing  sense  of 
loss,  Archie  and  Barbara,  Jcdm  ai%d  Nell,  Tom  and  Willa, 
aird  Gary  and  Paula  have  received  a  measure  of  comfort 
and  assurance  by  die  establishment  of  a  memorial 
endowment  Although  several  years  have  passed,  these 


1.  Toomsooba  Church,  Toomsuba 


Jusr  lOK  im  RrcoKi) 


1.  Toomauba  Church, 
Toomauba,  recently  sent  a 
dozen  mcinbers  to  First 
Ouirdv  Stonewall,  to  aid 
in  disa^er  rdief  efforts  for 
tornado  victims.  David 
Caves,  pastor.  Shown  are 
the  participants. 

2.  The  diildren  of  Preeny 
Church,  Carthage, 

t  enjoyed  an  Easter  egg 
hunt  in  ApriL  Shoivn  are 
die  participants. 

3.  The  children's  group  of 
Branch  Church,  Mortoo, 
delivered  flowers  diey 
made  to  all  the  residents  of 
Scott  County  Nuiring 


2.  Frecny  Church,  Carriage 


'  JWI  ^ 


i 


3T^ 


3.  Branch  Church,  Morton 


Ld^rae  Blvd.  Churdi,  Biloxi;  Revival  Mw  22  -  25;  Suiv 
&3Chmdll  ajn.  and  6  pm.  ni^dy:  Danny  iWletson  and 
‘'aMMU^Scs,"  ^leaker  Benji  Rigney,  music 

"fiS^^Chunh,  Big  Creek:  Memorial  and  honiecom^ 
JjllTfl  )  I  iliii  l(3o  am,  frflowed  by  poduck  lunchecn. 


n  Church,  Bogne  Chitlo;  Homeconung, 

,  11  am,  folfo^  by  hinch  and  smging, 
aCenzie,  speaker,  David  Montgomery,  music:  Keith 


4.  Calvary  Qiuich,  Bogue  Qihto 


Avery  Gordon,  Katdin 
Scales,  Vaden  Latham,  and 
Brady  Philhpson. 

The  GA's  and  mothers  of 
Calvary  Church,  Bogue 
Chltto,  attended  the 
mother /daughter  week¬ 
end  at  Camp  Garaywa. 
Karen  Fahner  and  Srailey 
Allen,  leaders;  '  Hal 
Hatten,  pastor,  shown  are 
the  participants. 


Visit  us  online  at 
~  wwwjnbcb.or^ 
to  learn  more  about 
Mississippi  Baptist  opportunities. 


wtnum  Carey  University  held  a  dinner  on  May  ato 
honor  Gene  Wnters,  professor  of  music,  who  is  red|fcg 
after  32  years  of  service  to  WCU.  During  the  dio^r. 
Tommy  King,  president  of  WCU,  present^  '15*  ^ 

framed  copy  <w  the  resolutkm  passed  by  the  W<^Bo^  of 
Trustees  which  grants  Winters  the  rank  of  Professor 
Emeritus  of  Music. 


'  Chufdi,  CamJl  County.  Homecomiw  May  29; 
1 10-30  am  widi  sin^  and  dinner  tfe  Pa«l^ 
b  Stanford,  musk;  Klfy  Utde,  speaker.  Bud  Vsnee, 


2.  Uiitel  Hall  Chuidi,  Brookhaven:  Homeeomi^  May  ^ 
sImSay  SdKxrf,  9:45  am;  wo^p, 

dhmer  on  the  ground;  Dennis  Dunn,  speaker;  a^oeD^ 

pMlOCwngii^^  former  and  present  members  of  the 
duirai. 


V.\c  vnoN 
BiBI  1  SCMOOI 


1.  Highland  Church, 

Natchez:  May  30  -  June 
3,  8:30  a.m.  -  noon,  4 
yrs.  -  6th  grade.  Early 
bird  drop-off,  7:45  a.m.; 
pre-registration  and  fim 
day.  May  27,  6  —  8  p.m. 
at  the  Adams  County 
Ouistian  School  pool. 

2.  Baxterville  Church, 

Lumberton:  June  5  -  10, 
6  -  8:30  p.m.;  3  yrs.  - 
12th  grade. 


(ENTHtrinSf  SAPTIST  CHUIjm  IN 
ENTEBPUSE,  MS  IS  ACCEfTlNC 
FOt  A  FUll-TlMr 
minister  or  STUDB^  Pleasesend 
rejumn'  la  cnurprisAauUiiaaltnJ 
C3R  EMefpriie  Baptist  Church  CJO 
Minister  tS  Students  Search  P.O.  Box 


Winters 


SENIOR  CHRISTIAN  MAN  «S  WIU 
OEUVER  YOUR  VEISCU  tOCAUY  OR 
long  DBTANCE.  Spodeis  driving  recad 


201  ISfonest  Co.  Muhkxjroose  C«;ter  m 
HatriesfaOT  Thurs.  b;30pm:  DOW 
■aOTTWlSChiDnide,  HomeCOTxng.  TO 
bpm:  vnoc  Anvanh,  THo»  Rad 
doalt.  Others.  SatlpnvlOpm;  ^ 
TimmucR  QT,  Mfte  loa^ 

Atkinson,  Red  Roots,  'Riders,  Others  CAM 
Taler*  Contest)  www  -nsqca.eom  or  601- 
466-4343  TKket  &  RV  inkxmarion. 
fSi^SIX-TBtumitUBMRIOlIC 
sweme  HAC  (BUAKTHTOWN,  KY). 
Used  far  choir  cantatas.  ManuCaok^ 
ooramjctiai^Miling  insauctions  kidoded. 
Photos  available.  POC;  )ohn  Rk*, 
iohnUsevemsvallev.otK  or  270-765-7822. 


I  1 86  Enterprise.  MS  39330 


B  SmONC  AmiCANTS  FORTHE  FUU 
TIME  POSITION  or  CHUDHOOD 
HXXATION  MMISTa  (bM  ID  6th 
■ade).  Resumes  may  be  mailed  to  FBC 
KtMee;  P.  O.  Boa  26&  Magee,  MS  391 1 1 
or  emailed  to  lchall*fccmaBBe.oom 

INVERNISS  «C  lOOiuM  KHt  fTT 
musk  director.  For  detaik  call 

662-265-5367  or  662-207-0066. 


B.  Hopper 
-502-0202. 


Staini^  Class, 


AND  REPAIRS 

lackson.  601  -5 


estimates.  Davis  Uphobtery.  Quiknan, 
Miss.,  phone  601-776-6617. 
CATLINRURC  Cf  400  PTR  *ENT: 
2  bd/2ba,  full  kitchen,  walk  to 
pkwy.  S70/nite.  832-922-0401/ 
pdiw4760#^t.nct  _ _ 


SIAINB}  aASWraD&  MC,  SOVINC 
MS  A  AT  since  1992.  CaB  a0M05-2970 


Christian  owned.  All  home  improve¬ 
ments,  vinyl  siding,  windows,  metal 
and  shingle  rooh,  patio  covers,  screen 
and  elan  rooms.  601  -992-2092,  Don  & 
Rita  sebren.  owners. 


INC,  old  Bibles  leboutK).  Also,  church 
bulletins  and  hymrub.  For  rtKxe  infor¬ 
mation  call  662  453-7424  or  fax  us  at 

AffO«Diiu«~itAOBIDk  VALAIION 
CONDOS  CuK  Shores  and  Orange 
Beach,  Al.  Rent  Direa  from  Christian 
fwnily  Owners,  lowest  Prices  <y  the 
Be^.  Summer  Special  4  Nigtas  Eff  Unit 
(2  adults  &  kids)  $62^  Includes 
Everything.  1,2  *  3  Bedroom  units  also 
avails.  Even  lower  prices  far  those  in 
the  Minisliy.  205-5560368  20S-752- 

1231.www.eulfshorescondo8.com 


BETSY'S  lit'  CABINS  at  lake  lincoln 
State  Vuk  rents  ni^ly  or  $250.00  a 
week.  For  details  Call  601-9404841  or 

601-643-8817  _ 

Cn — THE  KST  BATB  OFt 
Health  Insurance  and  Medicare 
Supplements.  Call  1 -800-541 -«1 96  or 

vi^  www.Tumer1rtiuranceOnline.com 
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■  The  Baptist  Record 


Ap()  iton 


Join  US  at  this  year's  SBC  Annual  Meeting  for  personal  GuideStone 
attention  and  to  share  our  mission  to  help  God’s  retired  servants. 

June  13-15, 2011  *  Phoenix,  Arizona 


.  fWElwMi  nSp«HMl[MiMi 


’nSmnmlttor  \ 

MinioicOignity 


1.  Wheeler  Grove 

Church,  Corinth,  has 
called  Joe  Loncar  as 
minister  of  music  and 
ministry  associate  upon 
the  resignation  of  Ray 
BenneH.  He  and  his 
wife  Kimberly  have 
three  children. 

2.  North  Ripley  Church, 
Ripley,  has  c^led  Chris 
Lewellen  as  pastor 
effective  Apr.  3.  Shown 
is  Lewellen  and  (^lon, 
Bitxly,  and  Rachel. 

3.  Griffith  Memorial 
Church,  Jackson,  has 
called  Alan  Loving  as 
pastor.  Shown  is  Loving 
and  his  family. 

4.  CORRECTION:  In  the 
April  28,  2011  edition  of 
The  Baptist  Record,  in 
t^  "Staff  Changes"  sec¬ 
tion,  note  that  Mike 
Willoughby  also  served 
churches  in  North 
Carolina,  and  the  word 
Mississippi  was  mis¬ 
spelled.  The  Record 
regrets  die  errors. 
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2.  The  Lewellens 


3.  The  Lovings 


Richard  Allen  "Dick"  Brogan,  73,  of  Qinton,  died  of  a 
heart  attack  on  April  25  at  Mississippi  BaptM  Medical  Center 
in  Jackson.  He  served  as  pastor  of  several  Mississippi  Baptist 
churches  and  had  been  active  in  tihe  areas  of  civil  n^ts  and 
raord  reconciliation  since  the  19608.  A  graefoate  of 
Mississippi  CoUerc  in  Clinton  and  New  Orleans  Seminary, 
MWM  a  regional  beadier  missionaiy  in  die  Mississippi  Delta 
for  the  Home  Mission  Board  ot  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (now  known  as  the  North  American  Mission 
Board)  in  Atlanta,  Georgia.  He  served  as  director  of  coopera¬ 
tive  ministries  with  National  Baptise  for  the  Misaimppi 
Baptut  Convention  Board  in  Jackson;  president  of 
Missiasippi  Baptist  Seminaiy  in  Jackson;  and  oirecto  fi  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Biradal  Commission.  Brogan  retired  from 
the  position  of  consultant  in  the  Cooperative  Missions 
Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  (^vention  Board. 
SiiKe20(n  he  served  as  a  chaplain  for  Ho^ioe  Ministites  and 
as  a  Faith  in  Action  Coordinator;  a  service  of  Hospice 
Ministries.  On  October  13,  2007,  Brogan  completed  50  years 
as  an  ordained  i^inister.  He  is  survived  by  his  wifie,  the  for¬ 
mer  Catherine  Xmn  of  MagnoUa,  and  three  children:  Beth 
Callender  (BlrV'  tX  Ridci  Coziai;  and  Ted  Brogan.  A  memorial 
service  was  held  on  April  28  at  Northside  Church  in  Clinton. 
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Bible  Studies  for  Life 


Are  you  ready?  Itfa  comity 
You  can  rutv  but  you  cannot 
lade.  What  ia  this  gr^  fatoe  that 
1  am  referring  tor  h  is  etecti.n 


is  somethine  educational  and  ir«  for  wiU  be  adv»tageous  to 
mspirina  ^t  tiie  whrrie  us  and  Aat  he  or  ahehfe  a  plan 
proo^T^otiierw^mfhe  to  get  the  job  done.  That  "pJmi" 
world  haa  freedom  the  ia  io  known  m  an  agendi 


1  am  leferti^  to?  h  is  etocti.n 
year  in  MisMSsippi!  Call  me 
strange,  but  1  love  parties.  There 
is  something  educational  and 
inspirina  «>out  tiie  whrrie 
prooess.^  other  country  m  die 
world  has  Uie  freedom  the 
United  States  tioesfodioose  our 
kadets  on  eeury  level  from 
ooiinty  to  nationu  government 
Over  die  next  several  months  we 
win  be  inundated  by  ;raud  signs, 
ttideem  binboank^  balloans  atsd 
other  mafetiali  {wotnoting  th4 
candidates.  Then  wiU  also  be 


great  our  plans  and 
agenda  may  seem,  if  it 
causes  daii^e  to  the 
name  of  Christ  we 
have  made  a  major  mia. 
take.  We  our 

study  on  leadership 
this  week  with  a 
leminder.  That 

ou  catmot  oonmeb  our  finger en  dw  hteK^^  Ste8^*G^fiSw 

totKiricreen  ^  i.  a 

pfen.  When  widely  fiiitfe 
itS%2^  aMiinand8we,aiiddioeeweaie 

TOperrawearevot-  striving  to  lead,  win  sufiet 
tional  aito  mg  for  wiU  be  advmtageous  to 

le  whm  us  and  diat  he  or  she  has  a  plan  Menuring  Stick 


ahoi^  not  be  die  deter^  I 
mining  factor  in  who  you  I 
vote  for.  What  uauaUy  I 
oonmeb  our  finger  en  the 
toudi  acreen  ballot  is  a 


oommands  we,  and  those  we  are 
striving  to  lead,  win  suffer. 


is  also  known  as  ani^enda. 

Were  you  aware  that  God  hm 
an  agenda  for  His  dWh? 
Mayte  you  have  forgotten  that 
Pemaps  you  are  m  a  chutth 
wtwte  it's  a  dwUe^  to  tdl  the 
difference  in  a  busmeas  meeting 
•nd  a  political  rally.  Sides  are 


candidates.  There  WiU  alsb  be  drawn,  people  demonstrate  aUe- 
radio  and  newspaper  ad^  manoe  to  one  group  or  person, 
emails,  websites,  focebook  ads  are  twisterC^and  many  leave 
Nione  ObOs,  texts,  hand-**  mtffy  and  diacounged.  I  omnot 
“ck  sl^ipng  and  Ndw  beanydemerondSpointifwe 
tes^  just  for  your  vote.  While  are  not  pursuing  Gtxfs  direction 
•U  di»  campstei  devices  can  for  dre  churches  we  serve,  nodi- 
aid  m  one's  decision,  they  ing  else  matters.  No  matter  how 


Measuring  Stick 
In  I  Corinthians  we  see  a 

unique  pernective  on  what  it 
means  to  follow  God's  sgerxla. 
To  be  effective  spiritual  Imdets 
we  must  possess  a  great  love  and 
oompassion  far  our  people. 
must  sedc  to  encourage  them  and 
be  a  Uslening  ear  for  diem  vdien 
diey  ^leak.  Howevei;  a  lot  of 
Veaders  make  die  mistake  of  lis¬ 
tening  to  aU  the  foolish  chatter  of 
critical  people.  Paul  reminds  the 


church  at  Corinth  that  his  mea¬ 
suring  stick  was  not  dieir 
amnoval  rating  of  his  work.  The 
Ckie  he  aimed  to  please  was  ^ 
only  Oie  that  ocaild  aocuraldy 


judge  Jesus.  Do  not  let  those  you 
are  called  to  serve  take  the  joy  out 
of  your  caUing. 

.  Make  a  Stand 
The  second  way  in  iidikh  we 
can  pursue  Gcxl's  agenda  is  in 
Galatians  1:6-10.  One  of  the  great 
themes  of  PauTs  ministty  was 
the  dangers  of  febre  teaching. 
Paul  repeatedly  warrred  believ¬ 
ers  of  dwse  diat  share  'a  difier- 
ent  gospel".  Sadly,  two  thousand 
yeaiii  fite  teachings  are  at 
an  all  time  high.  Some  promise 
healiiucdiat  is  equal  with  your 
faith.  Others  share  a  message  of 
ptomrity  and  wealth,  and 
maybe  the  most  damning  mes¬ 
sage  of  all  m  those  that  pro¬ 
claim  Christ  is  not  die  only  way 
to  Cfod  and  eternal  life.  You  and 
I  may  disagtee  on  many  things, 
but  we  must  make  a  stend 
together  in  our  churches  that 
Jesus  is  die  solitary  ww  to  true 
foigiveiiew  and  salvation.  Paul 
was  so  ennphatic  in  diis  point 
that  he  saki  "If  even  an  angri 
from  heaven  preaches  a  gomd 
contrary  to  dus;  he  is  cunedr 
Are  die  "stands"  you  are  making 
in  ]mur  kxad  church  brii>ging 
pec^  closer  to  Christ? 


Model  of  Servloe 
Paul  knew  that  weeds  wm; 
not  always  enough.  I 
Thessalonians  Z-7-12  is  a  great 
insight  that  all  leaders  should 
read.  He  expresses  in  these  few 
verses  the  reminder  that  we  are 
to  love  the  ones  we  lead.  We 
should  be  willing  to  model  love, 
devotion  and  service  to  dion  at 
all  times.  Verse  eight  is  the  sorre 
of  my  heard  I  paraphrase, 
have  such  an  afiection  for  you 
we  were  not  only  happy  to 
share  the  gowri  with  ydu,  but 
also  our  ven  lives.  You  are  that 
dear  to  us!"'^When  I  read  those 
words,  I  think  dxmt  die  awe¬ 
some  church  I  serve  in 
Harpendlle.  They  are  die  most 
iius^ible  group  of  believers 
that  I  have  been  blessed  to 
know.  Their  love  and  devotion 
inspires  me  to  be  the  best  Ireder 
I  can  be.  As  we  mcxiel  and  pur¬ 
sue  God's  purpose  for  our  own 
lives,  we  iinpact  everyone 
around  us  to  do  the  same.  It  you 
want  odiers  to  act  more  like 
Christ  demonstrate  what  He 
kxiks  like  and  serve. 


brii>ging  McKm  a  pastor  of  HarperviUe 
Ckurthf  narperviUf.  - 


Explore  the  Bible 

Be  Faithful 


Colossiaas  3:18-4:18 


adi  Grace 


To  be  honest,  this  lesson 
could  go  in  so  many  direc¬ 
tions  DM  wl^  reamng  the 
■crtpfattfc  verte  1?  stood  out, 
*T«1  Artfappu8r"See  to  it  duit 


you  compt^  the  work  you 
have  received  in  the  Lord." 
Tears  steamed  down  my  face 
as  that  could  have  been  writ¬ 
ten  to  me  for  I  am  a  great 
starter!  I  begm  a  hobby  at  fuU 
force  buying  everything  I  will 
wer  nera  and  I  spencT  much 
tune  learning  how  to  hone  my 
craft  making!  Somewhere 
alc^  the  way,  however,  I  just 

Sait.  Right  now  in  the  craft 
oset  there  are  3  unfinished 
scrapbewks,  and  cardstcKk, 
stamps  and  punches  encni^ 
to  makn  valentines  for  my 
whole  aty  but  I  just  quit. 
Obviouslv  cpiitting  a  hobby  is 
not  life  shattering,  but  quit¬ 


ting  in  my  Christian  life 
can  be  detrimental. 

Satan  doesn't  mind 
die  starti^  it  is  the  fin¬ 
ishing  wim  Wfudh  he  is  ( 
most  concomed.  In 
Jesus'  life,  heVas  consistently 
trymg  to  cofivince  Jesus  to 
quit.. .to  go  another  way.  We 
see  satan^s  ploys  while  Jesus 
was  in  the  desert,  in  the  peo 
pie's  rejection,  and  finally  in 
die  garden;  satan  always 
encouraged  an  "easier"  way. 
Jesus,  howevei;  was  given  a 
work  from  His  Father  and 
upon  die  cross  we  hear  His 
final  words,  "It  is  finished!!!" 

There  have  been  times  I  have 
just  wanted  to  give  up. ..my  cry 
was,  "This  is  too  hard  and  1  am 
not  stitmg  enou^'"  Many  of 
you  have  Deen  there,  too.  Paul 
had  been  there  and  I  believe  in 
verses  2-6  he  is  giving  the  way 
to  finish  and  Bimh  well. 


The  first  thing  we 
are  to  do  is  "devote 
ourselves  to  prayer!" 
In  the  Greek  the 
wcuds,  "devote  your¬ 
selves"  mean,  “to 
adhere  to  or  to  be  in 
constant  readiness.  “■ 
This  is  the  major  key 
to  finishing.  Jesus  fin¬ 
ance  idled  b^ause  He 
demonstrated  that 
His  power  came  duough  con¬ 
stant  prayer!  Why  do  we  diink 
we  can  do  die  work  widi  less 
than  diis?  We  are  not  only  to 
pray  for  ourselves  but  also  for 
odim.  We  often  teU  people 
that  we  are  going  to  pray  for 
them,  but  do  we?  Is  it  some- 
thiire  we  say  or  is  it  something 
we  uve?  When  others  are  in 
Situatiems  where  they  are  too 
distraught  to  pray,  we  are  to 
stand  in  the  gap  for  them. 
While  in  a  very  dark  time  sev¬ 
eral  years  aw,  had  it  not  been 
for  fellow  Christians  on  their 
knees  for  me,  I  probably 
would  have  quit!  Are  you 
devoted  to  prayer  as  your 
major  source  of  strength? 


The  next  diiire  Paul  says  we 
are  to  do  is  to  '*be  wise  m  the 
ww  you  act  toward  outsiders." 
(NIV)  Outsiders,  obviously, 
were  those  who  did  not  know 
Christ.  A  mi^r  result  of  being 
devoted  to  mayer  is  die  dis¬ 
cernment  gamed  of  what  to  do 
in  wotidty  situatiems.  Often  we 
make  dungs  harder  on  our¬ 
selves  because  we  speak  with¬ 
out  His  wisdom —  choosing 
instead  to  spei^  what  we  diink 
is  right  and  using  the  excuse  of 
"just  callii^  it  as  it  is!"  1  have  a 
speaker  fnend.  Page  Hughes, 
who  made  t-iiuits  with  ^ob 
135"  imprinted  on  it  It  reads, 
"If  only  would  shut  up  and  let 
that  be  your  wisdom!"  (HCSB)  I 
have  had  to  be  reminded  of  diis 
more  times  dian  I  care  to!  Paul 
had  to  deal  with  outsiders  all 
the  time,  and  yet  we  see  diose 
outsiders  coming  to  faith.  Are 
you  walking  in  wisdom  when  it 
comes  to  mose  who  do  not 
know  Christ? 

Finally,  Paul  says  that  our 
conversations  (NIV)  or  speech 
(HCSB)  shimld  be  full  of  grace 
while  seasoned  with  salt. 


Another  way  of  saying  this  is 
"speak  trudi  with  lover  Jesus 
modeled  diat  for  us  to  every¬ 
one  he  met  and  while  some  did 
not  respond  weH,  die  world 
was  changed  by  His  very 
words.  What  words  comes 
from  your  mouth?  Ate  you 
speaking  truth  but  with  lOve 
and  cemipassion?  Are  people 
drawn  to  Christ  because  of 
what  you  have  said? 

Th^  powerfiil  precepts  in 
living  will  help  us  remain  faith¬ 
ful  and  finish  well.  Yes,  the 
times  are  hard  but  consider  the 
words  of  Augustine: 

You  say,  the  times  are  trouble¬ 
some,  the  times  are  burdensome, 
the  times  are  miserable.  Uve 
rightly  and  you  will  change  the 
times.  The  times  have  never  hurt 
anyone.  Those  who  are  hurt  are 
human  beings:  those  by  whom  they 
are  hurt  are  also  human  beings.  So, 
change  human  beings  and  the 
times  will  be  changed. 

Grace  is  a  conferetux  speaker 
and  Bible  teacher  and  is  a  member 
of  First  Church,  Clinton. 
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